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control, of the administration of public health and local government
in general, chiefly by supervising the work of local authorities, by
inspection by medical officers and by grants-in-aid. The Ministry of
Health is now responsible for the general health of the community
and for the administration of the national health service. Its place
as successor to the Local Government Board in relation to the local
authorities generally has been taken by the Ministry of Housing and
Local Government.
The task of the Ministry of Education, which in 1944 replaced Ministry of
the Board of Education, is to promote the education of the people Education,
and the progressive development of institutions devoted to that
purpose. It is the duty of the Minister to secure the effective execu-
tion by local authorities under his control and direction of the
national policy for providing a varied and comprehensive educational
service in every area of England and Wales. Thus there is exerrisable
direct control by a central department over a service which essentially
depends upon a national rather than local policy, but which con-
tinues to be administered by a local representative authority.
The Ministry of Transport controls the exercise of the highway Ministry of
functions of local authorities, largely through grants given for the Transport.
construction and upkeep of the roads for which they are respon-
sible.
It has been seen x how there was a growing tendency during the Methods of
nineteenth century towards greater central control of local autho- Control.
rities. Despite the creation in 187£ of the Ij^f^Qm^w^j^^aid
with a Minister at its head the degree of control exercised to-day was
not achieved until the Ijs^^^ovemment Act3LJLS2§ajyhich reduced
the local taxation income of local authorities and led to a recon-
sideration of the relations between the Exchequer and local autho-
rities. The methods of control are many and various. By-laws 2
•require the confirmation of the Ministry of Housing and Local
Government or sometimes of another Minister, e.g. those relating
to law and order which need the approval of the Home Secretary.
The sanction of a government department is required before a local
authority may exercise its borrowing powers.3 The accounts of local
authorities are audited by district auditors who are appointed by
the Minister of Housing and Local Government.4 Inspection by
officers of the Central Government (e.g. of schools by Her Majesty's
inspectors on behalf of the Ministry of Education; of police forces
by the Home Office *) is a condition precedent to grants for specific
services. The Minister of Housing and Local Government is em-
powered, subject to the approval of the House of Commons, to
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